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JURISDICTION  OF  THE  PORT 


The  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Health  Authority 
as  defined  by  the  Order  constituting  the  Authority  are  as  follows j- 
"All  that  part  of  the  said  Port  of  Swansea  which 
lies  on  the  landward  side  of  a straight  line  drawn  from 
the  Mumbles  Point  to  the  South-eastern  extremity  of  the 
said  Port  at  Nash  Point,  together  with  the  waters  of 
the  said  Port  of  Swansea,  within  such  limits,  and  all 
docks,  basins,  harbours,  creeks,  rivers,  channels, 
roads,  bays  and  streams  within  the  aforesaid  limits, 
and  the  place  or  places  which  may  from  time  to  time  be 
appointed  as  the  Customs  Boarding  Station  or  Stations 
for  such  part  of  the  said.  Port,  and  the  place  or 
places  for  the  time  being  appointed  for  the  mooring  or 
anchoring  of  ships  for  such  part  of  the  said  Port  under 
any  Regulations  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
diseases  issued  under  the  Authority  of  the  Statutes  in 
that  behalf,  and  for  the  purposes  of  any  Regulations  as 
aforesaid  shall  also  extend  to  any  ship  which  in  pursuance 
thereof,  or  of  any  directions  given  thereunder,  shall  be 
moored  or  anchored  at  the  place  appointed  thereunder  as 
afoi#.flaid,  or  which  shall  be  on  its  way  thither." 

CONTRIBUTING  AUTHORITIES. 

The  contributing  Riparian  Authorities  are  the  County  Borough 
of  Swansea,  the  Boroughs  of  Port  Talbot  and  Neath,  the  Urban 
District  of  PQrthcawl  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Cambridge , Neath 
and  Penybont. 


To:* 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Swansea  Port  Health  Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  19A1.  It  again  appears  in  modified  form  owing  to  war 
conditions. 

The  following  changes  in  staff  and  administration  have 
occurred.  Upon  the  advice  of  the  Minis  try  of  Health,  the 
Authority  decided  not  to  make  any  new  appointment  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Dr.  G.M.A.  Thomas  the  part  time 
Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer  for  Porthcawl.  It  was  decided 
to  provide  for  work  at  Porthcawl  by  means  of  Mr.  Mably  the 
Harbour  Master,  who  for  some  years  has  acted  as  your  part  time 
Port  Inspector,  and  who,  now  sends  in  the  Weekly  Returns  for 
the  Port.  In  the  event  of  any  further  provision  being  needed 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Port  from  Port  Talbot  or  Swansea.  The  arrangement  has  worked 
quite  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

I regret  to  record  the  death  of  Inspector  H.  Gillin 
Williams  which  occurred  during  the  year. 

He  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  Authority  for  20  years. 

The  vacancy  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Richards,  Assistant  Port  Sanitary  Inspector,  Southampton. 

Mr.  Richards  commenced  duty  on  December  8th,  19A1. 


fhe  Swansea  County  Borough  has  continued  to  act  as  contractor 
for  the  Cyanide  fumigation  of  vessels.  This  work  by  direct  administration 
has  given  every  satisfaction  and  is  beginning  to  be  appreciated  by  th© 
Shipowners  and  their  agents.  Work  is  also  done  for  the  Admiralty* 

The  Zyklon  Method  is  the  one  adopted. 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  water  to  vessels  in  the 
Port  area  remain  as  in  previous  years.  The  supply  at  the  Swansea 
docks  being  obtained  from  hydrants  connected  with  the  County  Borough 
main  supply#  At  Port  Talbot  the  supply  is  a mixed  one,  obtained 
partly  from  the  Borough  supply  and  partly  from  a reservoir  known  as 
Cwmbrombil,  which  is  situated  within  the  Borough.  Samples  taken  at 
the  Port  Talbot  docks  from  both  sources  proved  on  Bacteriological 
examination  to  be  satisfactory. 


INSPECTION  CF  SHIPPING-. 
TABLE  A. 


Number 

Inspected. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of 

Health. 

By  the 

Sanitary 

Inspector. 

Number 
reported 
to  be 

defective. 

Number  of 
Vessels  on 
which  defects 
were  remedied. 

Number  of  Vessels  report- 
ed as  having,  or  having 
had,  during  the  voyage 
infectious  disease 
on  board. 

TOTAL.  4-0. 

2,958 

505 

447 

21 

Nuisances  and  defects  found  on  vessels  inspected,  numbered  896, 
of  which  780  were  remedied.  In  addition  188  verminous  and  dirty 
beds  v/ere  destroyed.  299  written  informal  notices  and  206  oral 
instructions  were  issued.  Written  notices  are  served  in  all 
cases  except  where  the  nuisance  is  being  remedied  forthwith. 

To  enforce  compliance  with  these  notices  and  to  investigate  cases 
of  sickness,  1,4-93  re-visito  were  made  by  your  Inspector# 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  DEALT  WITH 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


TABLE  C. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


1 

Disease. 

No.  of  cases  during 
the  year 

Passengers.  Crew. 

No.  of 

Vessels 

concerned. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

_ 

1 

1 

Chick enp ox 

- 

1 

1 

Diphtheria. 

- 

13 

12 

Erysipelas. 

- 

1 

1 

Malaria. 

- 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever. 

- 

1 

l 

TOTALS. 

20 

19 

TABLE  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness 

occurring  on 

Vessels  during  the  voyage  but  disposed  of 

prior  to 

arrival. 

No,  of  Cases 

during 

No.  of 

Disease.  the  year. 

Vessels 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

concerned. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever, 

1 

1 

Diphtheria. 

1 

1 

TOTALS. 

A 

2 

2 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  of  the  Swansea  Corporation, 
namely  Hill  House  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  neighbouring  Smallpox 
Hospital  are  available  for  Port  Cases.  There  is  a Resident 
Medical  Officer  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  Corporation 
Ambulances  remove  patients  to  Hospital  from  all  the  Ports  within 
the  area  of  the  Port  Authority. 

Scabies  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Swansea  Public  Assistance 
Hospital,  Tawe  Lodge. 


Venereal  Diseases, 

Cases  from  the  port  of  Swansea  are  referred  to  the  Venereal 
Disease  Clinic  at  the  Swansea  General  Hospital. 

A Venereal  Disease  Clinic  at  Port  Talbot  under  the  Glanvosgen 
County  Council  serves  the  Ports  of  Neath  and  Port  Talbot. 

The  Masters  of  all  vessels  on  arrival  are  notified  of  tha  fielUHtl 
for  free  treatment  at  the  above  clinics  and  leaflets  giving  information 
on  the  dangers  of  these  diseases  and  the  facilities  for  free  treatment 
available  are  supplied  to  the  crews  by  the  Inspectors. 

RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

TABLE  E. 

(l)  On  Vessels. 

Total  number  of  rats  destroyed  in  year  - 611. 

" **  n " Bacteriologically  examined  - 61 

" nun  infected  with  Plague  - Nil. 


TABLE  F. 

(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Y/harves  and  Warehouses, 

Total  number  of  rats  destroyed  in  year  - 1,433 

" " ” “ Bacteriologically  examined  - 92 

11  • " * Infected  with  Plague  - Nil. 


TABLE  H. 

Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption 
Certificates  issued  During  the  Year. 


No.  of  Deratisation  Certificates  issued. 

No.  of 

Total 

No.  of 
Ships . 

After  fumigation  with:-  After 

H.C.N.&  trapping  TOTAL. 

H.C.N.  Sulphur.  Sulphur,  Poisoning 

etc. 

Deratisation 

Exemption 

Certificates 

issued. 

Certif- 

icates 

issued^ 

103 

6 4 1 11 

92 

103 

FUMIGATION  OF  "VESSELS. 


A total  of  30  Vessels  were  subjected  to  fumigation,  for  the 
extermination  of  rats,  bugs  and  cockroaches,  22  fumigations  being 
performed  by  the  Swansea  Corporation  Health  Department  and  8 fumigations 
by  private  contractors „ 

Hydrogen  Cyanide  Fumigations  undertaken  by  the 
Swansea  Corporation  Health  Department, 

1  Vessel  fumigated  throughout  for  rats. 

1 Vessel  fumigated  throughout  for  rats  and  bugs. 

2 H.M.  Trawlers  fumigated  throughout,  1 for  rats  and  1 for  bugs. 

1 H.M.  Trawler  fumigated  throughout  for  rats  and  bugs. 

3 Trawlers  were  fumigated  throughout  for  rats  and  bugs. 

9 Vessels  had  the  whole  of  their  accommodation  fumigated  for  bugs. 

3 Vessels  had  the  whole  of  their  accommodation  fumigated  for  Vugs 

and  cockroaches. 

1 Vessel  had  the  Engineers'  accommodation  fumigated  for  bugs. 

1 Vessel  was  fumigated  throughout  for  rats  by  a private  contractor* 
by  Sulphur  dioxide;  with  the  exception  of  the  Master’s  Saloon 
which  was  fumigated  by  Hydrogen  Cyanide,  also  for  rats,  by  the 
Corporation. 

Fumigations  undertaken  by 
Private  Contractors. 

(A)  by  Hydrogen  Cyanide. 

1 Vessel  was  fumigated  throughout  for  rats. 

1 Vessel  had  the  whole  of  accommodation  fumigated  for  bugs. 

1 Vessel  had  the  \daole  of  accommodation  fumigated  for  bugs  and 

cockroaches o 

1 Vessel  had  the  whole  of  accommodation  fumigated  for  rats. 

(B)  by  Sulphur  dioxide, 

2 Vessels  had  the  whole  of  their  accommodation  fumigated, 

1 for  rats  and  1 for  bugs. 

1 Vessel  had  the  provision  storeroom  fumigated  for  mice. 

(C)  Thermotoxn 

1 Vessel  had  the  crews’  accommodation  fumigated  for  bugs  and 
cockroaches. 

The  fumigations  are  observed  and  checked  by  the  Inspectors  who 
have  been  provided  with  special  gas  masks  for  cyanide. 

The  cyanide  reagent  used  by  one  firm  was  sampled  and  analysed. 

It  appeared  to  be  satisfactory. 


POOD  INSPECTION 


(l)  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (imported  Pood) 
Regulations,  1937;  the  Public  Health  (imported  Milk)  Regulations, 
1926,  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Pood) 
Regulations,  1925  to  1927* 

The  arrangements  of  the  preceding  year  continue. 

SUPERVISION  OF  POOD  IMPORTS. 

The  Public  Health  (imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937» 
Amount  of  unsound  food- stuffs  dealt  with 


Description. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

How  disposed  of. 

Fish 

6 

11 

3 

0 

Conveyed  to  Pish 
Meal  Factory. 

Pish  Roes 

0 

0 

1 

0 

do. 

Lobster  Brawns 

0 

0 

3 

0 

do. 

Salmon  (Canned) 

0 

0 

1 

17 

Destroyed. 

Shell  Pish 

0 

0 

3 

0 

do. 

Beef 

0 

8 

7 

26 

Conveyed  to  Manure 
Factory. 

Mutton 

0 

11 

1 

14 

do. 

Offal 

0 

0 

3 

6 

do. 

Poultry 

0 

0 

1 

26 

do.  ' 

Mutton  (Canned) 

0 

if 

0 • 

26 

Sold  for  animal  food, 

Mutton  (Frozen) 

0 

0 

2 

8 

Conveyed  to  Manure 
Factory. 

Candied  Peel 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Destroyed. 

Carrots 

2 

1 

0 

0 

Sold  for  animal  food, 

Cooking  Pat. 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Reconditioned. 

Fruit  (Canned) 

0 

0 

2 

24 

Destroyed. 

Fruit  Salad 

0 

0 

1 

11 

do. 

Macaroni 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Sold  for  animal  food, 

Peas 

0 

2 

1 

0 

do. 

Potatoes 

8 

9 

1 

0 

do. 

Rice 

0 

1 

0 

0 

do. 

Salt 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Destroyed. 

Sugar 

25 

17 

3 

0 

Reconditioned. 

Flour 

2 

6 

3 

0 

Sold  for  animal  food, 

Uheat 

4 

9 

0 

0 

Reconditioned  for 

Uheat 

79 

7 

2 

0 

animal  food. 

TOTAL 

130 

19 

3 

18 

Eggs 


60  dozen 


Destroyed 


THE  FUBLIC  HEALTH  (IMPORTED  MILK)  REGULATIONS ,1936, 

No  milk,  to  which  the  above  regulations  apply,  was  imported. 

THE  FUBLIC  HEALTH  ( PRESERVATIVES , ETC.,  IN  FOOD)  REGULATIONS. 

1925  to  1927 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  above  regulation** 
(2)  Shell-fish. 

THE  FUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL-FISH)  REGULATIONS , 1934* 

OYSTER  FISHERY:-  No  Oyster  landings  were  made  within  the  area  of  the 
Authority  during  the  year  and  no  Oyster  dredgers  were  licensed  by  the 
South  Wales  Sea  Fisheries  Committee.  It  is  an  offence  to  dredge  for 
Oysters  without  a licence  and  any  offender  will  be  prosecuted  by  the 
Fisheries  Committee. 

The  provision  of  a closed  area  under  bye-law  II  of  the  South  Wales 
Sea  Fisheries  was  made  as  an  experiment  and  the  Fisheries  Committee  are 
satisfied  that  it  has  served  its  purpose  so  they  do  not  propose  to  apply 
for  a renewal  of  the  closure  at  present. 

Cockles  are  to  be  obtained  in  Swansea  Bay  but  the  beds  are  not  worked 
as  an  industry.  The  Fisheries  C01  xnittee  sow  cockles  in  the  Bay  to  enoour&ge 
fish  to  come  in  to  feed  and  the  results  have  proved  very  successful. 

It  should  be  noted  that  some  of  the  work  of  the  Fisheries  Committee  has 
been  interfered  with  unavoidably  owing  to  conditions  arising  out  of  the  war. 

THE  PARROTS  (PROHIBITION  OF  IMPORT)  REGULATIONS , 1930. 

In  all  cases  notices  were  served  prohibiting  importation,  and  forbidding 
removal  except  for  exportation.  A written  undertaking  not  to  import  the 
parrots  was  given  in  each  ease. 


In  conclusion,  I than£  you,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Authority 
for  your  advice  and  support,  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs,  the  Officers 
of  H.M.  Board  of  Trade,  the  Docks  Officials,  the  Pilots  and  the  Officers 
of  the  South  Wales  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  for  their  co-operation  and 
Assistance  and  I thank  my  colleagues  of  all  grades  on  the  Staff  of  the 
Authority  for  their  help  in  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Port  Health  Offices, 

10  Somerset  Place, 
SWANSEA. 


H.  R.  TIGHE, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


April,  19A2 


